Discussion Questions for

TO BAPTIZE OR NOT TO BAPTIZE
by Sarah Hinlicky Wilson

WHY THE CHURCH BAPTIZES

1. Why do Christians baptize?

2. How is Christian baptism different from John the Baptist’s baptism?

3. How is baptism compared in the New Testament to washing? to death?

VWHAT BAPTISM DOES

4. What is a sacrament?

5. How is a sacrament different from a symbol?
6. Who is baptism for? Who is communion for?

7. What does it mean to say that baptism saves?

INFANT BAPTISM VERSUS BELIEVER'S BAPTISM

8. If age is not really the issue between infant-baptizers and believer-baptizers, then what in
fact is?

9. What is the argument against baptizing infants?

10. What is the argument in favor baptizing infants?

11. What does the faith of the family and the church community have to do with an
individual’s baptism?

12. If churches disagree about the meaning of baptism, should they rebaptize members of
those other churches who come to them?

PASTORAL AUTHORITY TO BAPTIZE

13. Who is commanded to receive baptism? Who is commanded to offer baptism?

14. Who, according to Martin Luther, is the real baptizer?

15. Why do pastors have to make a judgment call on whether to baptize or not to baptize?

VALIDITY

16. What does “validity” mean in the case of baptism?

17. What are the marks of a valid baptism?

18. What are not the marks of a valid baptism?

19. Why do Christians baptize “in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit”?
20. Why do we use water in baptism?



EFFICACY

21. How is “efficacy” different from “validity”?

22. What is the relationship between faith and baptism?
23. Who is authorized to judge the efficacy of baptism?

INTEGRITY OF WITNESS

24, Why should churches think seriously about the integrity of their baptismal practice?

25. What are some examples in the practice of baptism that you’ve seen that undermine the
church’s integrity?

PERMISSION AND SAFETY

26. In what kind of cases does the church need to get permission to baptize?

27. Are there cases where the church should not wait for permission to baptize?
28. What should the church do when baptism is dangerous?

(OTHER QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM

29. Can God save without baptism?

30. What is the relationship between infant baptism, child dedication, and blessing?

31. How can you draw more attention to baptism in the life of the church and as a source of
hope and help for Christian believers?



