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1. Has the image of Jesus literally and physically moving upwards in space bothered you?

2. How does the Ascension in Luke 24 clue you in that Jesus is truly God?

3. How does the Acts 1 account of the Ascension differ from the Luke 24 version? Do the
differences seem significant to you?

4, Why do you suppose Luke didn’t care so much about the exact timing between the
Resurrection and the Ascension?

5. How does the descent of Jesus contrast with the descent of the devil?

6. What is the meaning of Jesus’ upward movement into heaven, if it’s neither symbolic nor
scientific?

7. What role does smell play in your senses? in worship? in your understanding of Jesus? If the
answer is “not much at all,” what do you think has been lost without it?

8. How does Jesus’ upward movement in the Ascension compare to that of Enoch and Elijah?
9. What do you make of the “fan fiction” that is pseudepigraphal writings? What have you
heard said about them, and what role, if any, should they play in understanding the Christian
faith?

10. How is Jesus’ ascension into heaven different from Greek and Roman myths about humans
ascending into heaven?

11. What is Luke trying to do by showing Jesus disappear and reappear after his Resurrection?
How does that compare to myths about divinized Roman emperors?

12. Why does it matter that Jesus has hands, feet, flesh, and bones, and can still eat and swallow
food? Why is it not enough to call the risen Jesus a “spirit”?

13. “Exalt” is an old-fashioned word. What does it suggest to you? How does it apply to Jesus?
14. Why is the Ascension of Jesus distinct from his Resurrection? What does it tell us that
Resurrection doesn’t? What does it tell us that Exaltation doesn’t?

15. Why is there such a huge difference between seeing and understanding? What are some
examples of that in your own life of faith?

16. Why is it so important in the Acts of the Apostles to demonstrate, again and again, that
Jesus has risen from the dead?

17. How does the Gospel of John start talking about Jesus’ Ascension and Exaltation long before
he even died and rises again?



18. What is the significance of comparing Jesus on the cross the serpent in the wilderness
(Numbers 21)?

19. How does John relate the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Ascension of Jesus?

20. If slaughter alone doesn’t make a sacrifice, what else has to happen? How does the Israelite
practice of sacrifice help us understand Jesus’ death on the cross better?

21. How does the Israelite Day of Atonement help us understand Jesus’ death on the cross
better?

22. Why does the Epistle to the Hebrews insist that the risen and ascended Jesus has entered
the heavenly temple? What is Jesus able to do there beyond all earthly priests?

23. Why does the Epistle to the Hebrews compare Jesus to Melchizedek (Genesis 14)?

24. What does it mean to you that Jesus continually prays for you in the heavenly temple?
25. Read Psalm 110. How do the New Testament writers apply this Psalm to Jesus?

26. Why does Stephen in his vision see Jesus standing rather than sitting?

27.1Is Saul’s vision of Jesus in Acts 9 the same as what Peter, Mary Magdalene, Thomas, and the
other disciples saw?

28. What does Paul himself say about his visions and encounters with the risen Jesus?

29. What does it mean to you that Jesus Christ is near and present to you, yet cannot be seen
the way an ordinary human body is seen?

30. Did the risen Jesus and the Holy Spirit trade places between earth and heaven?

31. How do we encounter the risen and ascended Jesus through the Scripture? preaching?
faith?

32. How do we encounter the risen and ascended Jesus in the church as a community of
believers?

33. How do we encounter the risen and ascended in holy communion?

34. How does the risen and ascended Jesus fill all things (Ephesians 4)?

35. What is a human being?

36. What will the resurrection of the dead mean for us?

37. Why has God not yet made all things right?

38. What are we awaiting from the risen and ascended Jesus?

39. Who will see Jesus’ return? When will it happen?

40. What is the final promise made to us in the Bible?



