Discussion Questions for

A-Tumblin’ Down
by Sarah Hinlicky Wilson

Chapter One
What is your first impression of the five members of the Abney family?

Chapter Two
What haunts Donald’s soul? What haunts Carmichael’s?

Chapter Three
Why do you think Kitty reacted the way she did to her grandparents’ announcement?

Chapter Four
Do you recognize the squabbling and shifting alliances of the church council meeting? Where
else do you see that kind of thing unfold?

Chapter Five
This chapter depicts a number of different ways girls and women relate to one another. What
resonates with your experience in these scenes?

Chapter Six
Were you expecting or prepared for the major plot development in this chapter? Looking back,
can you see the foreshadowing?

Chapter Seven
How do the various characters process what happened? Does one approach resonate more
with you than another?

Chapter Eight
Carmichael identifies a villain in their midst. Did you believe her at this point in this story?
Why or why not?

Chapter Nine
This chapter introduces a new character, who gives relief to both the main cast of the story
and the reader. What was your reaction?



Chapter Ten
Some sharp words are said in this chapter, and in public. What did you think of them? Were
they understandable or inexcusable?

Chapter Eleven

A chain of gossip makes the round in this chapter, leading to a secret meeting. Have you seen
this kind of thing happen? Could it have been stopped? Where or how? Would that have solved
the larger problem?

Chapter Twelve
All of the characters have alter egos or imaginary friends, so to speak. What do you make of
Carmichael’s in this chapter? How about Donald’s?

Chapter Thirteen
Everybody is pursuing an agenda. Which do you sympathize with? Which do you understand
but not sympathize with? Have you lost confidence in any of the characters you used to like?

Chapter Fourteen
Several minor characters end up having an outsized influence in this chapter. What do you
think about Bishop Cartledge? Tobias Gooch Teylow? The Schickedanz family? Lynn Truscott?

Chapter Fifteen
Donald confronts two alternative routes for himself: the one taken by Aaron, and the one

urged by Kezia. How do you see the choices before him?

Chapter Sixteen
Kitty has to face up to a number of things in this chapter. What helped her? How and why?

Chapter Seventeen
Did you see the events of this chapter coming, or did they catch you by surprise? How do you
relate to this event, if at all?

Chapter Eighteen

A number of plot items are resolved in this final chapter, but some things are left unresolved.
Did it feel like a good ending? Should things have been neater, or not as neat? What do you
wonder about the Abney family’s future?



